LORD OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
moreover, is invariably printed either in italics or
in inverted commas, a most significant fact, which
the advocates of the orthodox view-point usually think
it prudent to overlook.
It is quite evident that "Will" is not the poet's
real name, but a pseudonym; and the secret of
his identity lies hidden in the text, not only of
the Sonnets, but of the plays and poems, written
by Edward de Vere.
It is certain that the author of the Sonnets had
passed the meridian of life, as suggested by:
When forty winters shall besiege thy brow.   (S. 2)
Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me young.
Although she knows my days are past the best.
(S. 138)
Edward de Vere was forty in 1590, when the
Sonnets were perhaps commenced. Shakspere of
Stratford does not qualify. He was twenty-six in
that year, and only thirty-one in 1595, ^e year
preferred by Chambers. The refrain throughout
suggests the mentor, who had "withered and
agonised5*; who had suffered by the discipline of
disappointment, and the loss of friends; who is
counselling a younger man, moving in the same
sphere, with the journey of life before him.
Chambers writes of this:
The Sonnets give us glimpses  of a soul-side   of
Shakespeare imperfectly revealed in the plays.    A
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